Achievement Auditions

Guidelines 

REPERTOIRE

Grades K-4 – 3 solos of teacher’s choice, all from standard teaching material

Grades 5-12 – 3 solos of teacher’s choice:  one piece MUST be Baroque, Classical, or Romantic; the other two must be in contrasting styles.

· No simplified versions of piano pieces are allowed (meaning piano repertoire pieces eg. Chopin preludes, Beethoven sonatas, etc.).  We do allow for arrangements of hymns, pop tunes, and orchestral works.

· All pieces must be memorized.

· Each piece must be a minimum of 16 measures in length, not including repeats.  If teachers have a questionable piece, it must be cleared through the AA chairperson before the event.

· Students must bring original music for judges; no photocopies allowed.  It is becoming more common to order music online and print it off the computer, e.g. Sheetmusic.com.  This is acceptable.  If you have any questions, please ask.

PERFORMANCE TIME

Grades K-4 are allotted 8 minutes

Grades 5-12 are allotted 12 minutes

· Exception:  Due to the increased student participation, 5th and 6th grade students with shorter repertoire have been assigned 8-10 minute time slots.

ENTRY LEVELS

Based on individual teacher’s assessment of the student’s age and number of years taken.

· Early Elementary (EE)

· Late Elementary (LE)

· Early Intermediate (EI)

· Late Intermediate (LI)

· Early Advanced (EA)

· Advanced (A)

RATINGS

· Superior with Honors – receives 5 points, a blue ribbon rosette and invited to play at the Honors Recital.  Judge will select the piece to be performed.

· Superior – receives 5 points and a blue ribbon

· Excellent – receives 4 points and a red ribbon

· Very Good – receives 3 points and a white ribbon

· Good – receives 2 points

Students participating in Achievement Auditions long enough to amass 15 points and 30 points are awarded a trophy.

RATINGS DEFINED

Superior with Honors – Blue w/ rosettte

All elements of an A+ performance and participation on the Honors Recital

Superior – Blue

I+  Outstanding performance--demonstrates accuracy, fluency & musicality

I    Impressive Skill--demonstrates accuracy; very well-prepared with some fluency & musicality

· ‘I+’ is reserved for an exceptional performance both in accuracy and musicality on the first attempt.

· ‘I’ should reflect good preparation and musicality and can allow for minimal, careless mistakes or minor, technical deficiencies.

Excellent – Red

II+  Advancing Skill--demonstrates understanding and preparation, but lacks accuracy, fluency or musicality

II   Progressing Skill--demonstrates understanding and partial preparation

· ‘II+’ should reflect that the skill is adequately prepared, but errors are more common, technical deficiencies are more serious or musicality is limited.

· ‘II’ should indicate consistent errors or technical problems or a lack of musicality.

Very Good – White

III  Developing Skill—demonstrates early stages of skill development
· ‘III’ is reserved for a skill that cannot be demonstrated successfully after a couple of attempts.  The majority of students should fall within the A, B+ & B range.
Good – No ribbon

IV  This rating reserved for students completely ill-prepared.  None of the three pieces demonstrates preparation.  “Good” ratings are extremely rare.

AUDITION PROCEDURE

· Students will be allowed to briefly ‘warm-up’ to get used to the instrument’s sound and touch.

· Students must furnish judges with original repertoire scores.  All measures should be numbered for quick reference by the judge.
· Judges will be using a 2-part carbon critique sheet.  Monitors will remove the white sheets (top copy) from the judging rooms at intervals; these are used for tabulating and recording results.  The yellow sheet (bottom copy) stays with the judge who may use these in deciding Honors Recital participants.  If undecided between Superior and Superior with Honors, judge may mark Superior on the sheet and reserve the decision.  The records chairperson can add the “with Honors” designation on the white copy if judge adds it to the yellow sheet.

Judges may make any notations they wish on the yellow sheets.  Please notate (circle, star, asterisk, etc.) the selected piece for the recital.

HONORS RECITAL SELECTION

The top 28 students performing should receive Superior with Honors and be selected to play in the Honors Recital.  (28 is an approximate number – we can make slight adjustments either way.)

Judges note:  Be sure to choose recital participants that represent a balance of ages/grades, musical style periods, and varied repertoire.  Please make sure there are not duplicate pieces being played!  At the close of auditions, judges will be provided a private conference area to make their final decisions and discuss their recital choices.

Updated August 1, 2011

