III.  Performance Etiquette
1. Walk onto the stage from your left.  Walk tall and straight with confidence.

2. Stop in front of the bench.  Stand tall and straight, arms at your side.

(You should be between the bench and the audience.  Do not turn your 

back to the audience by walking to the back of the bench even in duets.)

3. Feel the bench with the back of your legs.  

Smile and bow.

4. Turning to your left, take your seat on the bench.

From here forward, take your time, don’t be in a rush.  The audience isn’t 

going anywhere.  They will sit and wait patiently for you, because they want

you to be able to perform to the best of your ability.

6. Adjust your bench.

7. Put your hands in your lap and prepare your mind.  


Feel the bench under you.


Push everything out of your mind except yourself and the piano.

8. Put your hands on the keyboard.


Put your fingers on the keys you will play first.


Think of how your fingers feel on the keys.

9. Think of the key of the piece you will play.


Think of the character of the piece:



Is it a lively march?



Is it a slow, soft lullaby?


Think of what the first notes will sound like.


Think of how you’re going to make the first notes sound.

10. Count two measures at the appropriate tempo in your mind, then begin.

11. While you play, concentrate and think of only the sound, how you’re

making the sound, and how you’re going to make the sounds you want to 

create.  Enjoy making those sounds!

     12. When the piece is finished, remain seated, 

and lift your hands off the keyboard.


Put your hands in your lap.


Stand and move to your right to stand in front of the bench



(you should be between the bench and the audience).


Stand tall and straight with arms at your side.  Smile and bow.


Walk off the stage to your left.  Walk tall and straight with confidence.

